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Intrepid Senior & Disabled Advocates
49 Fulton Street 18-0

New York, New Yor 10038

%

November 28, 1997

Ms. Cynthia L Johnson, Director

Cash Management Policy & Planning Division
Financial Management Service

U.S. Dept. of the Treasury, Room 420

401 14th Street S.W.

Washington, D.C. 20227

Dear Ms. Johnson:

We find the proposed mandatory Direct Deposit of government
checks an acceptable proposal provided Waivers will be available
for those unable for various reasons to reach a bank.

Food stamp Debit Cards are another matter! Where the government is
now concerned about fraud and theft, the Debit Card will create
an atmosphere fertile for fraud and especially theft. The
criminal element in our society will celebrate!

For starters, most people will not be able to keep track of how
much they spent or how much credit is left on the card. If one
shops in more than one store within a short time, supreme
confusion will reign. When a senior or a person with a disability
needs to give the card to a helper, theft will be rampant.

Further monetary loss will occur when banks will find all kinds
of reasons to tack charges onto services that will be needed. If
using an ATM machine becomes an absolute necessity, not only will
there be monetary loss, there is the very real danger of physical
harm. Attacks on seniors and persons with disabilities at these
machines, is common knowledge.

WE find the proposed food stamp program detrimental to those
most in need and those least able to defend themselves. We think
the government must rethink these proposals Before they create
problems.

S%9¢erely,

;/ ;)éfZé’ HE ZV[ WM

Florence Craddock, Pres.

cc/N.Y.SgaEgﬁBanking Dept.
Senator, Patrick Moynihan
Senator Alfonse D'Amato
Congressman Jerrold Nadler
Senator Martin Connor
Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver
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